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Email Entertainment news and photos to MSTentertainment@prodigy.net

Listen to Chief DD,  the Philosopher of 
Hip Hop, on the  Music Lane on the 

Black Information Highway.com

“Welcome, Travelers!” 

Also, detour to Broadjam.com for more Chief DD

STOP THE SPREAD OF GERMS  
Help prevent the spread of respiratory diseases like COVID-19.  

Stay home when you are sick, 
except to get medical care. 

Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds. 

Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, 
then throw the tissue 
in the trash. 

Clean and disinfect frequently 
touched objects and surfaces. 

Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

cdc.gov/COVID19 
314915-A  March 16, 2020 1:02 PM 

When will the Tennessee Walking Horse be unchained?

Email business news and photos to
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

SHELBY COUNTY, TN – The
Shelby County Health Depart-
ment is offering free flu vaccina-
tions at no charge during a
special statewide “FightFluTN
2020” vaccination event on
Thursday, November 19.
The influenza vaccine will be of-
fered at no charge at two conven-
ient locations in Shelby County
during the hours of 1:30 p.m. and
4:30 p.m. No appointment is
needed. Below are the locations
offering FREE flu vaccinations.
Both sites are also COVID-19
testing sites and will offer free
COVID-19 testing as well as free
flu vaccinations.

· Lamar Emissions Station
1720 RKS Commercial Cove
Memphis, TN 

· Millington Public Health
Clinic
8225 Highway 51 North
Millington, TN 38053
Flu vaccination is more impor-
tant than ever this year, amid the
COVID-19 pandemic. It is possi-
ble to get the flu and COVID-19
at the same time, and that may in-
crease the risk of severe illness. 

The flu vaccine will not protect
you against COVID-19, but it is
the best protection we have
against seasonal influenza. High
rates of flu vaccination that will
also reduce the burden of flu-re-
lated illnesses, hospitalizations
and deaths on the health care sys-
tem and conserve medical re-
sources for the care of people
with COVID-19.

NFL recognizes military thru partnerships ... from sports page 2

The National Football League
and NFL Players Association
today announced the COVID-19
monitoring testing results for
November 1 – November 7.
During this period, players and
Tier 1 and 2 personnel were
tested daily. Tier 3 individuals
were tested weekly. Individuals
who test positive for COVID-19
follow the joint NFL-NFLPA
Treatment Protocol. They are im-
mediately isolated, not permitted
access club facilities, or have di-
rect contact with players or per-
sonnel. Club medical staff are in
regular communication with in-
dividuals who test positive to
monitor symptoms.
Monitoring Testing results for

November 1 – November 7:
42,978 tests were administered
to a total of 7,922 players and
team personnel.
16,785 tests were administered
to 2,486 players; 26,193 tests
were administered to 5,436 per-
sonnel. There were 15 new con-
firmed positive tests among
players and 41 new confirmed
positives among other personnel. 
Total test results for the entire Mon-
itoring Testing period to-date, Aug 1
– Nov 7:
During Monitoring Testing from

Aug 1 – Nov 7, 78 players and 140
other personnel were confirmed pos-
itive cases.

By Marty Irby

In September,  the 82nd annual
Tennessee Walking Horse Na-
tional Celebration ended in Shel-

byville. It’s an event that’s been
brewing with controversy  for
more than half a century because
of soring, where trainers inflict
pain to horses’ front feet and legs
to produce and artificial exagger-
ation of the natural gait, the “Big
Lick.” 
Before trainers began resorting
to soring as a core strategy in the
1950s and 1960s, the Tennessee
Walking Horse had been known
as America’s Horse, and was one
of the fastest growing breeds the
world had ever seen, proudly rid-
den, and treasured by Roy
Rogers, Dale Evans, John
Wayne, and even President Lyn-

don B. Johnson. But the negative
stigma of soring eventually ran
off most Americans who didn’t
want to be associated with the
abuse. I recall meeting Zsa Zsa
Gabor at the Celebration as a
child and sitting in her lap watch-
ing the show, and remember
Randy Owen, the lead singer of
the band Alabama visiting on
many occasions. Even Heavy-
weight Champion George Fore-
man once rode aboard a walking
horse in Shelbyville.

But today, it’s such a tainted
breed that it’s dying on the vine.
Fifteen years ago, I recognized
that the breed was headed in a
downward spiral due to the sor-
ing stigma and decided to try and
make change. Residing in Shel-
byville, I launched a successful
campaign for election to the Ten-
nessee Walking Horse Breeders’
& Exhibitors’ Association’s
(TWHBEA) board of directors
and found myself on most occa-
sions the youngest person in the
room – usually by at least a
decade or two. It was my hope
that from within, I could help
transition the breed away from
soring, end the use of large
stacked shoes and ankle chains
that are rampantly utilized on the
horses feet in competition to ex-
acerbate the pain induced to the
legs; and eventually return the
breed to the sound and naturally

gaited flat-shod horse that was
the foundation of its earlier suc-
cess with champions such as
Midnight Sun and Merry Go
Boy.
In my first meeting as a director
I made a motion to add a trail
pleasure flat-shod division to
TWHBEA’s National Futurity.
The motion met staunch opposi-
tion from Tennesseans like W.
David Landrum, then one of the
top “Big Lick” trainers in the
breed. Fortunately, after a heated
debate, we prevailed, and the di-
vision was added in 2006.
Following that first event’s suc-
cessful participation, I wrote a
letter to the Celebration pleading
the case to add a two and three-
year-old trail pleasure division
to the world championship
show, and the next year they did.

The class was so full of horses it
was split into two divisions.
Now more than a decade later,
the trail pleasure events gener-
ally garner more horses than the
“Big Lick” classes with stacked
shoes and ankle chains that have
dwindled to only three or four
horses competing in some
events.
But despite the very clear popu-
larity of the new divisions, and
dwindling archaic “Big Lick”
events, the old guard is still de-
termined to hang on the painful
past, and they’ve maintained
control of the breed with the
mentality that it’s their “God
given right to sore their horses,”
yes, I’ve actually heard recent
TWHBEA directors make that
statement.
In 2013, after years of trying to
make change from within, I de-
cided to launch a public cam-
paign to end soring by
supporting the Prevent All Sor-
ing Tactics (PAST) Act that
would eliminate the use of large
stacked shoes and ankle chains
on the horses’ feet; eliminate the
industry’s corrupt self-policing
scheme; and increase penalties
for violators caught soring. The
backlash from within the breed
was fierce and eventually left me
no choice but to leave the state
for my own personal safety. 
Now seven years later, I’m still

Opinion

NFL partners with TAPS to fund
programs that support the fami-
lies of fallen military service
members. Thousands of sur-
vivors can access youth and
mentor programs and services to
support all those grieving the
loss of a military loved one.
Through the partnership, more
than 5,000 survivors who are
part of TAPS have been able to
participate in NFL events and
honor their fallen loved one(s).

The Pat Tillman Foundation
(PTF) – To help honor leaders
who exemplify Pat Tillman's en-
during legacy of service, the
NFL partners with the Pat Till-
man Foundation, providing more
than $20 million in academic

scholarships and lifelong leader-
ship development for nearly 700
Tillman Scholars.
Wounded Warrior Project
(WWP) – The NFL partners with
Wounded Warrior Project®
(WWP) to provide over 185,000
wounded veterans and family
support members access to free
programs and resources in men-
tal health, career counseling, and
long-term rehabilitative care.

Bob Woodruff Foundation
(BWF) – In 2019, the NFL and
the Bob Woodruff Foundation
(BWF) established an $8 million,
three-year partnership designed
to optimize the positive impact
that the NFL and its 32 clubs
have on the veteran community

by leveraging BWF's. To date,
BWF has invested over $5 mil-
lion in 33 best-in-class organiza-
tions supporting post-9/11
veterans and their families
through NFL-BWF Healthy
Lifestyles and Creating Commu-
nities grants. Merging Vets and
Players (MVP), which received
its second NFL-BWF grant in
May. matches combat veterans
with former professional athletes
– after the uniform comes off –

to give them a new team to tackle
the transition together.
United Service Organizations

(USO) – The NFL and USO have
renewed their partnership for the
2020-2021 season. This builds
upon more than 50 years of part-
nership and carries the USO into
its 80th year of service. Leverag-
ing American football as the cor-
nerstone of the partnership, the
USO and NFL will honor, em-
power and connect service mem-

bers and military families.
Through support of USO center
expansions, the NFL will help to
deliver sports and entertainment
to troops located in some of the
most remote areas of the world.
The NFL will also bolster the
Mobile USO fleet by adding a
state-of-the-art Mobile Gaming
Center, to meet the growing de-
mands of esports within the mil-
itary community and to enhance
the USO's mission delivery capa-

bilities beyond its brick-and-
mortar locations.
For more information on Salute
to Service, visit
NFL.com/Salute.

Note: The NFL does not profit
from the sale of Salute to Service
products. All charitable contri-
butions are donated to the NFL's
Salute to Service charitable part-
ners.

working on it, but as a leader of
an animal protection group with
the capacity to make lasting
change. We’ve built enormous
political support for our position
in the Congress, but the horses
appear to be as sore as ever.  The
defenders of the status quo are
shrinking in number, and these
insiders are concentrated in a
five or six county area centered
around Bedford County – still
hanging on to their chains. It
amazes me that even amidst the
times we live where Confederate
statues are being toppled and dis-
mantled, and state flags and the
names of football teams are
being changed, that these relics
of the past remain front and cen-
ter on the horses’ feet. It took 81
years for the Celebration to ban
the display of Confederate flags
on the showgrounds, something
implemented this year. How long
will it take to ban the stacks and
chains?

***
Marty Irby is the executive di-
rector of Animal Wellness Action
in Washington, D.C., and a past
president of the Tennessee Walk-
ing Horse Breeders’ & Ex-
hibitors’ Association in
Lewisburg who was recently
honored by Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth, II for his work to end
soring.

Free flu vaccines and free
COVID-19 testing available
Nov. 19 during statewide
FightFluTN Drive-Through

NFL and NFLPA
COVID-19 report

In my first meeting as a di-
rector I made a motion to add
a trail pleasure flat-shod di-
vision to TWHBEA’s National
Futurity. The motion met
staunch opposition from Ten-
nesseans like W. David Lan-
drum, then one of the top
“Big Lick” trainers in the
breed. Fortunately, after a
heated debate, we prevailed,
and the division was added in
2006.


